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THE PASTOR’S PEN 
I don’t preach from the Gospel of John very often, but that will be changing this year.  

Starting on Sunday, January 31, we’ll begin a journey through John’s Gospel.  It’s filled 

with wonderful encounters with Jesus not recorded in any of the other Gospels.  For 

instance, there is the wedding at which Jesus turns water into wine; Nicodemus’s 

nighttime conversation with Jesus; a Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus at a well; 

Jesus’ restoration of sight to a blind man; the raising of Lazarus; and Thomas’s encounter 

with the post-resurrected Christ.  Each of these stories are invitations to participate in a 

relationship with God, in the same way that Jesus did.   

There aren’t as many miracle stories in the Gospel of John as there are in the other 

Gospels.  The miracles stories that the Gospel’s author shares with us are almost always 

stories about abundance.  Although the miracles are certainly worth noting, we’ll focus on 

how they illustrate God’s abundant grace. 

So please join me on Sundays as we journey through the Gospel of John.  It will be an 

in-depth exploration that will take us through the second week of April.  If you can’t 

already tell, I’m excited about this, and I hope you are, too.  I look forward to seeing you 

on Sundays at 11AM. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Charley 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
The following is a tentative list of upcoming church activities and community events. 

Contact the church for a confirmation of the calendar. 

 

Weekly Events: 

 Central Texas MCC Worship (1601 Clay Ave.) on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

 Live and Let Live AA Group (4209 N. 27th St.) on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Saturday, January 6 – Women’s HIV Support Group. If you are an HIV+ woman, then 

join others at 11AM for a support group followed by a home-cooked meal. 

Sunday, January 7 – Accessibility Sunday. Worship will take place downstairs in the 

Social Hall. 



Sunday, January 14 – Potluck Social immediately after worship in the Social Hall.  Good 

food, good fellowship! 

Thursday, January 18 – HIV Support Group at 6PM in the Social Hall begins with a 

home-cooked meal and continues with connection and conversation. 

Sunday, January 21 – Accessibility Sunday. Worship will take place downstairs in the 

Social Hall. 

Sunday, January 21 – World Religion Day panel discussion to take place at Texas Life 

Annex Building (1000 Washington Ave.) from 3PM to 5PM. 

Sunday, December 17 – Chili Cook-Off immediately after worship in the Social Hall.  

Suggested donation of $10 to taste and vote. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
The following people, who join us for worship, have birthdays this month. If you have 

corrections or additions to the birthday list, please call the office at 752-5331 or email us at 

centexmcc@earthlink.net. 

Anise Schmidt – January 2 

David Cathey – January 7 

Natalie Hoelscher – January 7 

Brandy Springer – January 16 

Ronnie Johnson – January 30 

Matthew Hoelscher – January 31 

 
World Religion Day 

 

These days, there’s a lot of misinformation circulating about 

religions.  So on World Religion Day (Sunday, January 21), the 

Greater Waco Interfaith Conference will sponsor a panel 

discussion in which members from different religions will talk 

about the myths and misunderstandings about their religion or 

spiritual practice.  Join us at 3:00 p.m. for the panel discussion, 

followed by a light reception of cookies, coffee and fruit. 

 
Chili Cook-Off 

    

It’s time, once again, for our church’s annual chili 

cook-off!  Everyone is welcome to bring a pot of your 

best homemade chili on Sunday, January 28.  After 

worship, people will sample the entries and vote for the 

best-tasting chili and the hottest chili, with prizes given 

out to the winners.  Then everyone is welcome to return 

for as much chili as you can eat!  A $10 donation is 

suggested to sample and vote.  But if you can’t afford it, 

don’t let that stop you.  We want you to join us for the 

fun and fellowship more than we want your money! 
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MCC Governing Board Fills Vacancies 

  

The Governing Board is 

authorized by the General 

Conference to carry on the 

governance of the UFMCC 

between General Conferences.  

It’s composed of nine persons, 

four of whom shall be lay persons 

and four of whom shall be 

clergypersons plus the Moderator, 

elected by the General 

Conference.  

The Governing Board is pleased to announce the appointment of three new members, 

two clergy and one lay, to fill the current vacancies through General Conference 2019.  With 

gratitude for their willingness to serve, we welcome Rev. Victoria Burson, Rev. Miak Siew, 

and Dr. David Williams to the MCC Governing Board. Reverends Burson and Siew will fill the 

clergy vacancies, and Dr. Williams will fill the lay seat. 

 


